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As you embark on 

civil litigation in the 

United States District 

Court for the 

Northern District of 

Californiaðwhether 

as a party to a lawsuit 

or as an attorneyðI 

encourage you to 

familiarize yourself 

with the range of 

services provided by 

the courtôs magistrate 

judges and especially to consider consenting to have a 

magistrate judge handle all aspects of your case, up to 

and including dispositive motions, jury or court trial, 

and the entry of judgment.  

The Northern District was one of the ýrst federal trial 

courts in the country to assign a wide range of civil cases 

directly to magistrate judges upon ýling. As a conse-

quence, the magistrate judges of our district have direct 

experience with nearly all types of civil matters ýled in 

our court. Because our court is very busy, agreeing to 

proceed before a magistrate judge often means that the 

case will be resolved more quickly than if the case 

remained before a district judge. If the case must be 

tried, your trial date will be more certain and less likely 

to be continued to accommodate a felony jury trial. 

While consent is customarily given soon after a case is 

ýled, parties may consent to have a magistrate judge 

preside over their case at any point in the proceedings.  

Every magistrate judge in the Northern District under-

went a highly competitive selection process and had 

years of experience before being appointed to the bench. 

As the following biographies demonstrate, many 

magistrate judges in our district are active in law school 

teaching and continuing legal education for attorneys. 

Many have been appointed to important committees 

within the circuit and national governing bodies, and all 

are active in local court governance.  

Each has been appointed based on detailed, conýdential 

feedback from the bar and the community, and each  is 

equipped to handle the full range of issues presented to 

our court. Combined, the Northern Districtôs magistrate 

judges bring thousands of hours of federal judicial 

experience to their work at our court.  

 

Richard Seeborg 

Chief Judge  

A Message from the Chief Judge  

of the United States District Court 



How Consent 

Jurisdiction Works 

Under a law passed by Congress in ʰʸʶʵ, the 

parties in a civil action in federal district court 

have the option of consenting to have the case 

handled by a United States magistrate judge. 

Magistrate judges are appointed by the district 

judges of each district court following a competi-

tive merit selection process and serve for terms of 

eight years. Magistrate judges may be reappoint-

ed only after a rigorous review of their work that 

includes community input. In contrast, district 

judges are appointed by the President and 

conýrmed by the Senate and serve without term 

limits. 

With the exception of certain types of cases 

(including capital habeas corpus cases, securities 

class actions, and bankruptcy appeals), when a 

civil action is ýled in the Northern District of 

California, it is randomly assigned to either a 

district judge or a magistrate judge. For every 

case assigned to a magistrate judge, all parties 

(that is, all plaintiʡs and all defendants) are 

asked to consent to have the case handled by a 

magistrate judge all the way through trial. The 

parties are encouraged to make a decision 

regarding magistrate judge jurisdiction as soon as 

possible and no later than the ýrst case manage-

ment conference (about ʰʯʯ days after the case is 

ýled). If any party does not consent, the case is 

reassigned to a district judge. 

If all parties consent to magistrate judge jurisdic-

tion, then the assigned magistrate judge presides 

over all aspects of the case and any appeals from 

the magistrate judgeôs rulings are made directly 

to the Court of Appeals. 

Sometimes cases initially assigned to district 

judges are reassigned to magistrate judges 

because all parties consent to magistrate judge 

jurisdiction. The district judge may invite the 

parties at the initial case management conference 

to consider consenting to the jurisdiction of a 

magistrate judge, and the parties may take that 

opportunity to do so. 

The magistrate judges of the Northern District 

handle hundreds of civil cases every year. Each 

magistrate judge has an assigned courtroom and 

dedicated staʡ, including a courtroom deputy 

and law clerks. Because of their diverse profes-

sional experiences before and during their service 

as judges, this courtôs magistrate judges are well-

qualiýed to preside over all types of civil litiga-

tion. 

Laws and Court Rules on 

Magistrate Judge Jurisdiction 

 
* Federal Magistrate Act of ʰʸʶʸ, ʱʷ U.S.C Ä ʵʲʵ(c)(ʰ) 

* Federal Rule of Civil Procedure ʶʲ  

* Northern District of California Civil Local Rule ʶʲ 
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Magistrate Judge Laurel Beeler has presid-

ed as a trial and settlement judge over hundreds 

of civil cases, including intellectual property, civil 

rights, employment, and business disputes. 

Judge Beeler was an assistant U.S. attorney in the 

Northern District, prosecuting complex white-

collar cases with parallel civil components. She 

was the Oʢceôs Professional Responsibility 

Oʢcer and Deputy Chief of the Criminal Divi-

sion. She was a law clerk to the Hon. Cecil F. 

Poole, United States Court of Appeals for the 

Ninth Circuit, and the Civil Appeals Division 

Chief at the Ninth Circuitôs Oʢce of Staʡ Attor-

neys.  

Judge Beeler is a member of the Ninth Circuit 

Magistrate Judge Executive Board and the Ninth 

Circuit Criminal Case Committee and is one of 

four national judicial liaisons to the U.S. Depart-

ment of Justice/Oʢce of Defender Services Joint 

Electronic Technology Working Group. She 

chairs the Northern Districtôs Criminal Practice 

Committee and implemented the Courtôs reentry 

and diversion courts. 

Judge Beeler was President of the Federal Bar 

Association, co-chair of the Lawyer Representa-

tives to the Ninth Circuit, a board member of the 

Bar Association of San Francisco (ñBASFò), and a 

member of the Ninth Circuitôs Jury Trial Im-

provement Committee. She is a member of the 

Executive Committee of the Edward J. 

McFetridge American Inn of Court. She received 

BASFôs Barristers Choice Award in ʱʯʰʴ and the 

San Francisco Trial Lawyers Associationôs 

Magistrate Judge of the Year award in ʱʯʰʷ. 

Judge Beeler taught civil trial practice at U.C. 

Berkeley School of Law and Criminal Procedure 

at U.C. Hastings College of the Law. She has led 

rule-of-law projects in Indonesia, Vietnam, 

Cambodia, Jordan, the Philippines, Ukraine, 

Turkey, and Thailand. 

Judge Beeler graduated with honors from the 

University of Washington School of Law, where 

she was Order of the Coif and an Articles Editor 

on the Washington Law Review. She received 

her A.B. with honors from Bowdoin College. 

MAGISTRATE JUDGE 
Laurel Beeler 
 
 

San Francisco Courthouse 

Year Appointed: 2010 

 

 



Magistrate Judge Jacqueline Scott Corley 

has been on the bench since ʱʯʰʰ and has 

presided over nearly every type of civil action at 

all stages of the proceedings, from motions to 

dismiss through jury trial. She has also served as 

a settlement judge in hundreds of cases. 

Just prior to taking the bench, Judge Corley was 

a partner at Kerr & Wagstaʡe, LLP in San 

Francisco as a civil litigator with an emphasis on 

federal practice. She represented individuals, 

government entities, and institutions as plaintiʡs 

and defendants in a variety of matters that 

included trademark, copyright, patent, constitu-

tional law, defamation, malicious prosecution, 

class actions, contract and probate.  

From ʰʸʸʷ through ʱʯʯʸ Judge Corley served as 

a career law clerk to the Honorable Charles R. 

Breyer. She also served on the Northern District 

of California Alternative Dispute Resolution 

mediation and early neutral evaluation panels 

from ʱʯʯʵ though her appointment. 

Judge Corley received her undergraduate degree 

from the University of California Berkeley and 

her J.D. from Harvard Law School, magna cum 

laude, where she was an editor and Articles Chair 

of the Harvard Law Review. Upon graduation 

she served as a law clerk to the Honorable Robert 

E. Keeton of the United States District Court for 

the District of Massachusetts. She then practiced 

complex commercial litigation and white collar 

criminal defense at Goodwin, Procter LLP in 

Boston and was a litigation associate at Coblentz, 

Patch, Duʡy & Bass LLP in San Francisco before 

joining Judge Breyer in ʰʸʸʷ. 

MAGISTRATE JUDGE 
Jacqueline Scott Corley 
 
 

San Francisco Courthouse 

Year Appointed: 2011 

 

 



Magistrate Judge Thomas S. Hixson joined 

the Court in ʱʯʰʷ following nearly ʱʯ years as a 

litigator in private practice in San Francisco. 

Before taking the bench, Magistrate Judge 

Hixson was a partner at Morgan, Lewis & 

Bockius, LLP, and before then an associate and 

then partner at Bingham McCutchen LLP, and 

prior to that an associate at McCutchen, Doyle, 

Brown & Enersen, LLP. His practice encom-

passed complex litigation in federal and state 

courts in ýelds including intellectual property, 

antitrust and unfair competition, energy regula-

tion, water management and telecommunica-

tions.  

Magistrate Judge Hixson is a past chair of the 

California State Bar Antitrust and Unfair Compe-

tition Law Section (now the Antitrust, UCL and 

Privacy Section of the California Lawyers Associ-

ation). 

He has contributed to the Sectionôs treatise, 

California State Antitrust & Unfair Competition 

Law, published by Matthew Bender. His pro bono 

work while in private practice included serving as 

counsel in a complex challenge to telecommuni-

cations marketing practices before the California 

Public Utilities Commission and assisting tenants 

facing eviction via the San Francisco Superior 

Courtôs Housing Negotiation Project. He also 

served on the Board of Directors of the AIDS 

Legal Referral Panel. 

Magistrate Judge Hixson earned his undergradu-

ate and law degrees, both magna cum laude, from 

Harvard. The year after graduating from law 

school, he served as a law clerk to Ninth Circuit 

Court of Appeals Judge A. Wallace Tashima in 

Pasadena.  

MAGISTRATE JUDGE 
Thomas S. Hixson 
 
 

San Francisco Courthouse 

Year Appointed: 2018 

 

 



Magistrate Judge Sallie Kim brings a broad 

range of civil and criminal litigation experience to 

the bench, with a special emphasis on civil cases 

in federal court.  

Judge Kim graduated from Princeton University 

in ʰʸʷʵ and from Stanford Law School in ʰʸʷʸ. 

Upon graduation from law school, she served as 

law clerk to United States District Judge Spencer 

Williams of this Court. She then entered private 

civil litigation practice in Palo Alto. From ʰʸʸʴ-

ʸʸ, Judge Kim served as Associate and Assistant 

Dean for Student Aʡairs at Stanford Law School, 

after which she returned to private civil litigation 

practice and became a partner with the law ýrm 

of GCA Law Partners, LLP in ʱʯʯʱ.  She practiced 

at GCA Law Partners until she joined the Court in 

ʱʯʰʴ. 

Judge Kimôs recent professional activities outside 

of regular civil litigation practice have included 

service in the following capacities: Co-Director of 

the Trial Advocacy Program and Lecturer in Law 

at Stanford Law School beginning in ʱʯʰʳ; the 

Interim Title IX Coordinator for Stanford 

University in ʱʯʰʲ and ʱʯʰʳ; and Volunteer 

Deputy District Attorney for Santa Clara County 

for ʰʳ weeks in ʱʯʰʯ. 

MAGISTRATE JUDGE 
Sallie Kim 
 
 

San Francisco Courthouse 

Year Appointed: 2015 

 

 



Magistrate Judge Alex G. Tse joined the 

Court in January ʱʯʱʯ after serving nearly 

twenty years in various positions with the United 

States Attorneyôs Oʢce, including an interim 

appointment as the United States Attorney for 

the Northern District of California. Judge Tse 

began his legal career in ʰʸʸʯ in private practice. 

In ʰʸʸʳ, he became an Assistant United States 

Attorney in the Civil Division, where he defended 

the federal government in civil cases, and 

pursued civil actions against defendants who 

defrauded the government. In ʱʯʯʰ, Judge Tse 

became a Deputy Chief of the Civil Division. In 

late ʱʯʯʵ, Judge Tse left the United States 

Attorneyôs Oʢce and in ʱʯʯʶ took a position as 

an Assistant Chief City Attorney for the City and 

County of San Francisco, where he led the team 

of Deputy City Attorneys charged with investigat-

ing and abating public nuisances. In late ʱʯʰʱ, 

Judge Tse returned to the U.S. Attorneyôs Oʢce 

as the Chief of the Civil Division. In ʱʯʰʵ, he 

received a Special Commendation from the Civil 

Division of the U.S. Department of Justice, and 

he received a Directorôs Award for Superior 

Performance from the Executive Oʢce of U.S. 

Attorneys in ʱʯʰʶ. Prior to joining the bench, he 

served on various court committees in the 

Northern District of California, and served for 

several years as a volunteer courtappointed 

mediator and early neutral evaluator. Judge Tse 

is a graduate of the University of California at 

Berkeley, and of the University of California, 

Hastings College of the Law.  

MAGISTRATE JUDGE 
Alex G. Tse 
 
 

San Francisco Courthouse 

Year Appointed: 2020 

 

 


